
WEST MERSEA TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
 

HELD ON THURSDAY 5 JULY 2018 
 

PRESENT:  Councillors: Carl Powling (Mayor) 
     Peter Banks 

David Bragg 
     Peter Clements 
     Bernard Hart 
     Robert Jenkins 
     Paula Moore 
     Sophie Weaver 
 

 
18/112 TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence received from Town Clerk Petra Palfreyman and Councillor Sylvia Wargent. 
 
18/113 TO RECORD DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Councillor Banks declared that he is the Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
 
As a point of order it was agreed to move item 11 regarding the local plan to after the public session.  
 
18/114 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
17 members of the public in attendance. 
It was brought to the attention of the Council that the stop order on extra houseboats is being heard by the 
inspector in Bristol.  
3 members of the public raised concerns over the two-site approach in the new submitted Local Plan. 
A concern was raised about the closure of the Meals on Wheels service and lack of public consultation. 
 
18/115 TO DISCUSS THE COUNCILLORS’ VIEWS ON THE COLCHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL DRAFT LOCAL PLAN 

ALLOCATIONS 
 
Discussions took place regarding the Councillors’ personal views over the options of one site or two for the 
submitted Local Plan. Although the discussion indicated a consensus for one site, all Cllrs agreed they needed 
more information before making a decision. 
The meeting was temporarily suspended at 7:51pm to allow public participation and it was resumed at 
7:57pm.  
Cllr Banks clarified that there was currently no option to make representations and wouldn’t be until the 
inspectors sent their questions. Cllr Moore reminded the room that a Councillor’s role within the Town 
Council was to represent the public and not promote their own views.  
 
18/116 PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 
Applications passed 
 

a) 18 1311 
Proposed rear extension part 2 storey. 
21 Mersea Avenue, West Mersea – Mr & Mrs Conway 

 
Following discussion it was agreed to recommend consent be granted in respect of this application. 



b) 18 1318 
Proposed replacement dwelling. 
11 Colchester Road, West Mersea – Mr B & Mrs K Siggers 

 
Following discussion it was agreed to recommend consent be granted in respect of this application. 

 
c) 18 0969 

To enhance and improve the existing children’s play area. 
The Victory at Mersea, 92 Coast Road, West Mersea – Mr G Butler 

 
Following discussion it was agreed to recommend consent be granted in respect of this application. 

 
d) 18 1243 

Change of use of part of domestic garden. Existing domestic garages and residential annex to 4 holiday 
lets including the erection of small front gables. Formation of external private patios. Parking spaces and 
shared amenity space.  
10 Colchester Road, West Mersea – Mr T Allery 
 
Following discussion it was agreed to recommend refusal in respect of this application as it is an 
intensification of development with the Coastal Protection Belt in a prominent area. 
 

e) 18 1198 
Refurbishment and extension to form wine bar/café (A3 and A4), offices (B1) and 9 holiday letting rooms 
(C1), car parking and associated works including demolition of ancillary structures. 
White Hart Carvery, White Hart Hotel, 1 High Street, West Mersea – Mr & Mrs B Lord 

 
Following discussion it was agreed to recommend consent be granted in respect of this application. 
 
18/117 NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS RECEIVED 
 
a) 18 1196 

Single storey rear extension. 
8 The Lane, West Mersea – Mr J Vince 

 
18/118 TO NOTE THE CURRENT FINANCIAL POSITION 
 
The Council was provided with copies of the latest bank statements, income and expenditure to 31 May 2018, 
a copy of the bank statements to 14 June 2018 and the payments list for June 2018. It was confirmed that 
the Finance working group would be meeting on 24 July 2018. 
  
18/119 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE THE GLEBE LEASE COSTS FOR MISA £1000 AND RUGBY CLUB £500 
 
It was agreed that the rent for the white Pavilion would be £1000 pa and £500 for the rugby pavilion, so long 
as Rugby remain a part of MISA. Rent is to be reviewed on a yearly basis.  
 
18/120 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE LOCATIONS FOR MISA CLUBS ADVERTISEMENT BOARDS 
 
It was agreed that as a temporary measure 10 boards may be put up on Glebe 1 alongside the Oyster pitch 
for a period of 1 year, whilst a working group creates an advertisement board policy tied in with the new 
leases.  
 
18/121 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE A FORMAT AND SIZE FOR EACH CLUB TO HAVE A SIGN AT THE ENTRANCE 

OF THE GLEBE 
 
Following discussion it was agreed to seek advice from Colchester Borough Council planning department as 
to what would be accepted in respect of signage at the Glebe entrance. 



18/122 TO DISCUSS AND AGREE A CONTRIBUTION TO MISA FROM WEST MERSEA TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE 
ELECTRICITY COSTS OF LIGHTING THE PUBLIC AREAS OF THE GLEBE 

 
It was agreed that due to the negligible cost of the new lighting MISA should be community minded and pay 
the running costs as part of their electricity consumption. 
 
18/123 TO CONSIDER GIVING A DONATION TO WEST MERSEA BEACH CLUB 
 
Following discussion it was agreed that a donation of £100 is made to Mersea Beach Club in accordance with 
its powers under S137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
18/124 MAYOR’S NOTES 
 
Cllr Powling expressed his great sadness at the passing of former Mayor John May, and paid tribute to his 
community work.  
 
Cllr Powling explained that the recent closure of the Meals on Wheels service was due to the service no 
longer being viable, as identified by the staff, and that all customers are now being looked after by other 
services. He thanked the staff and volunteers for their service. 
 
 
 
 
There being no other business, the public meeting closed at 9:31pm. 
 


