
 

Community Safety Briefing October 
2021 
An update on all community safety related news from last month 
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News & Announcements 

 

Domestic abuse support within safe accommodation 

Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities (01/10/21)  

Statutory guidance underpinning the new duties on local authorities relating to the provision of 

accommodation-based support to domestic abuse victims and their children. 

Safer Streets Fund successful bids 

Home Office (03/10/21) 

Successful bids from the third round of the Safer Streets Fund announced, with £23.5 million 

awarded to police and crime commissioners and local authorities.  Essex PCC was awarded £550,000 
for a bid to improve safety in Chelmsford. 

Inquiry launched into issues raised by Couzens conviction 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-support-within-safe-accommodation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/police-local-authoritiesgiven-extra-235m-for-safer-streets?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=056c8cf7-bf15-462c-9913-3ee8c482e6e2&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inquiry-launched-into-issues-raised-by-couzens-conviction?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=37049b5c-1822-494c-8a32-e95145e86011&utm_content=daily


Home Office (05/10/21) 

The inquiry will firstly examine Wayne Couzens’ previous behaviour and establish a definitive 

account of his conduct leading up to his conviction, as well as any opportunities missed, drawing on 

the Independent Office for Police Conduct’s (IOPC) investigations, once concluded. The second part 

of the inquiry will look at any specific issues raised by the first part, which could include wider issues 

across policing – including vetting practices, professional standards and discipline, and workplace 

behaviour. 

The Home Secretary will also write to the independent police inspectorate HMICFRS to commission a 

thematic inspection of vetting and counter-corruption procedures in policing across England and 
Wales, with initial findings by the end of 2021. 

A new taskforce, chaired by the Home Secretary, will also be launched to take forward cross -

government action on tackling violence against women and girls to help maintain public confidence 

in policing. It will consider recommendations from the Inspectorate’s review of the police’s response 

to violence against women and girls, as well as the tackling violence against women and girls 
strategy, the end-to-end rape review, and the forthcoming domestic abuse strategy. 

New powers to tackle protests on motorways 

Home Office (05/10/21) 

Amendments will be introduced to the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts (PCSC) Bill in the House 

of Lords including a new offence of interfering with the operation of key infrastructure – including 

motorways, railways, and airports – where the impact will affect the distribution of essential goods, 

such as fuel and medicine. Other measures include tougher sentences for obstructing highways, 

Criminal Disruption Prevention Orders and penalties for blocking construction.  

Increase in electronic management of offenders 

Home Office (05/10/21) 

A further £183 million investment has been to increase the number of people on tags to 25,000 by 

2025. Alcohol monitoring tags will also be used on more than 12,000 prison leavers known to 

commit crimes when under the influence. Additionally, over 3,500 high-risk domestic abusers will 

have their whereabouts monitored using GPS tags. A £19 million Innovation Fund will be used to test 

different ways of using existing technology to cut crime and foster the development of new types of 
tags.  

Increase in funding for community payback 

Home Office (05/10/21) 

A further £93 million has been made available over the next 3 years to increase the community work 

undertaken by offenders to around 8 million hours per year. he funding will be used to recruit 500 

more community work supervisors and develop new national partnerships between the Probation 

Service and major organisations. There will be a particular focus on outdoor projects that help 

improve the environment and allow the public to see justice being done.  

Prevent duty self assessment tool: Further education 

Home Office (14/10/21) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tougher-penalties-for-protests-causing-disruption-on-motorways?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=721a1950-434a-4299-be74-f359a6418883&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tens-of-thousands-more-criminals-to-be-tagged-to-cut-crime-and-protect-victims?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=01c5540c-06ef-40da-8d88-fea5a9fdc34a&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/offenders-to-pay-back-society-more-visibly-under-90-million-plan?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=ff712ca2-6fee-43be-a9a5-c924de7b5f0b&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prevent-duty-self-assessment-tool-further-education?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=6991be31-4945-46de-8d7c-a9420351495f&utm_content=daily


Self-assessment tool to assist colleges and providers in the further education and skills sector in 

England to review their Prevent responsibilities and understand how well embedded their policies 

and practices are. 

HMPPS East of England amalgamated action plan 

HM Prison & Probation Service (15/10/21) 

In response to the unification of the Probation Service, the HMPPS amalgamated action plan for East 

of England region and acknowledgment letter for the existing actions from the previous HM 
Inspectorate of Probation’s (HMIP’s) inspection have been published. 

Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Bill 2021: Draft guidance  

Home Office (20/10/21) 

Documents explaining the details of the draft guidance for the following measures within the Police, 

Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 2021: 

• Serious Violence Reduction Orders: Draft statutory guidance 

• Extraction of information from electronic devices: Draft code of practice  

• Statutory guidance for Police on Unauthorised Encampments: Draft guidance  

• Serious Violence Duty: draft guidance for responsible authorities 

Hostile Reconnaissance Guidance for Religious Establishments 

National Counter Terrorism Security Office (26/10/21)  

The guidance document provides information on the concept of Security-Minded Communications, 

which should be considered when publishing information for the public. The guidance focuses on 

two main areas: Ensuring that those with malicious intent are not unintentionally gifted information 

that they would find useful; Showing how to deter these individuals using deterrence 

communications. 

Joint fraud taskforce relaunched 

Home Office (28/10/21) 

The Home Secretary  announced the relaunch of the Joint Fraud Taskforce on 21 October 2021.  To 

coincide with this first meeting of the relaunched taskforce, three new fraud charters, were 

published across the retail banking,  telecommunications  and  accountancy sectors, that will commit 

industry leaders to work with government to deliver new, innovative projects with the ultimate aim 
of reducing the growing threat and protecting the public. 

Pilot areas for offensive weapons homicide reviews announced 

Home Office (28/10/21) 

Local authority areas within London, West Midlands and Wales will pilot a new law being introduced 

in the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill that requires local government, police and public 

health bodies to review the circumstances of certain homicides where the victim was aged 18 or 

over, and the events surrounding their death involved, or were likely to have involved, the use of an 
offensive weapon. The pilots are expected to run for 18 months. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/east-of-england-amalgamated-action-plan?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=f9efc74b-bcb5-4b87-9bad-d5d3ff2b34b0&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-2021-draft-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-guidance-for-religious-establishments
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-taskforce-relaunched-to-protect-against-rise-in-fraud-crime?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=64b71021-04cb-4fad-9eec-58cc21b57d59&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-fraud-taskforce-retail-banking-charter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-fraud-taskforce-telecommunications-charter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/joint-fraud-taskforce-accountancy-charter
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pilot-areas-for-offensive-weapons-homicide-reviews-announced


Data & Research 

 

Hate crime 2020-21 

Home Office (12/10/21) 

Statistics on hate crimes recorded by the police 2020 to 2021, including some data at force level. 

Crime Severity Score (experimental statistics) 

Office for National Statistics (19/10/21) 

Crime Severity Score (CSS) data for police force areas and community safety partnerships, including 
a data tool to enable production of summary charts on trends and comparisons between areas.  

Proven reoffending statistics: October to December 2019 

Ministry of Justice (28/10/21) 

Latest release of statistics on reoffending of offenders who were released from custody, received a 

non-custodial conviction, or a caution. 

Safety in the children and young people secure estate: update to June 2021 

Ministry of Justice (28/10/21) 

Latest release of statistics on self-harm, assaults and deaths for all sectors within the Youth Custody 

Service: Youth Offender Institutes (YOIs), Secure Training Centres (STCs) and Secure Children’s 
Homes (SCHs). 

Offender management statistics: April to June 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2020-to-2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/crimeseverityscoreexperimentalstatistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/proven-reoffending-statistics-october-to-december-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/safety-in-the-children-and-young-people-secure-estate-update-to-june-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=fa410a59-3443-49b7-9385-83a24bf1a2b4&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/offender-management-statistics-quarterly-april-to-june-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=2dd12198-d93b-4554-9b76-8c0c51b81fa4&utm_content=daily


Ministry of Justice & HM Prison Service (28/10/21)  

Latest release of statistics on offenders in custody (including offence groups, sentence lengths and 

nationalities), and quarterly and annual statistics on prison receptions, prison releases, adjudications, 

licence recalls and offenders under probation supervision. 

Multi-agency public protection arrangements (MAPPA) annual report: 2020 to 2021 

Ministry of Justice & HM Prison & Probation Service (28/10/21)  

Annual report of statistics on offenders managed under MAPPA. There is also an individual report for 
Essex. 

 

 

This briefing was produced by the Equalities & Partnerships Team, Chief Executive's Offi ce, Essex 
County Council 

You can contact the team on essex.partners@essex.gov.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/multi-agency-public-protection-arrangements-mappa-annual-report-2020-to-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_source=e13367f9-dbcd-464b-93b6-2c59580bfaef&utm_content=daily
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1029367/Essex_MAPPA_Annual_Report_2020-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1029367/Essex_MAPPA_Annual_Report_2020-2021.pdf

